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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 2D BRIGADE 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION
APO US Forces 96225

AVTLIDB-T : 1 My 1966

SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report (RCS/J3/32)

T0: Commanding General
25th Infantry Division
ATIN: G3
t. APO US Forces 96225

y
1, (Operetion KAHAIA) OPORD 21-66,

2. 160700 April - 211910 April 66,

3. 2d Bde, 25th Infantry Division conducted search and destroy
operations in the northwestera portion of Hau Nghia Province in area
bounded by coordinates XTili30, XTS012, XTS712, XT602€, The operatic
a three battalion sized operation reinforced with an /rmored company

Cavalry troop.
L, Control Headquarters: 2d Brigade, 25th Infantry Divisione

S. Reporting Officer: Colonel L, M, Johnson, Jr,

6, Task Organization ard Commorders were as follows:

Phase I and II: (16-19 April)

TF 1/27 Inf (Lt Col Mooney Cmdg) Bde Control
1/27 Inf (=) 1/8 Arty (-)
B Trp (=) 3/ Gav Pt (-) B/65
1 Sqd B/65 MF Plat
Plat p Trp 3/L Cav
TF_2/27 Inf (Lt Col Bashore Cmdg)
2/27 Inf (=)
A Co (=) 69th Armor
1 Sqd B/65
TF 1/5 (M) Inf (Lt Col Greer Cmdg)
1/5 (¥) Inf (-)
Plat A 1/69 Armor
1 Sqd B/6&5

Phase ITI: (20-21 April)

TF y27 Inf th Col Mooney 9_1_1_:_!5! Bde Control
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I 2/2] Inf (Lt Co) Bashore Gadg)

27 Inf (=)
t A 1/69 Armor
ISqd365

TF 1/5 (M) Inf (Lt Col Greer Cn

S (M) (-
Vel

7. Supporting Forces:
a, Artillery Support:
(1) Organization for Combat,

(a) 1/8 Arty:
1 1/8 Arty ()¢ GS 2d Bde
2 B 1/8 Arty: GS 25th Inf Div

(b) 3/13 Arty:
1 3/13 Arty (=): GS 25th Inf Div

2 B 3/13 Arty: GSE 1/8 Arty ()
'3 Plat (8" How) D 3/13: GSR 1/8 Arty (-)

(2) How and when artillery employed:

(a) Artillery supported from two locations during the
opemtion, 16-19 April Artillery base was located vic XTS85215, 20-21
April Artillery base was located vic XTS77181,

.(b) Fires were utilized primarily to suppress sniper fire
and soften areas in front of advancing infantrymen.

2 (c) During Phase III of the operation preplanned artillery
-fires (832 HE rds) were placed on the objective ares,

(d) Artillery was used to maximum advantage in protection
.of downed CH-L7 on 20 April.

] (e) On-call artillery fires were available throughout the
operation,

1 (£) A total 747 missions using 3797 105rus were fired in
support of the operation,

> (3) Kesults, Effectiveness, and Timeliness:

(a) 48 a result of artillery fire there were 21 VC KIA
(BC), 11 POSS, 7 structures destroyed, 11 damaged,

(b) Reinforcing fire provided by clements of 3/13 Artile
lery enabled the Brigade to employ fire power on targets at greater ranges,
and, in addition, increzsed the effectiveness of artillery fires on close
in targets,

(c) Both 155mm and 8" proved to be very effective during
preparation fires on heavily wooded areas, 0
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(d) Fires pleced on the objective during Phase ILI of the
operation were both accurate and timely,

(e) H & I fires again denied the VC freedom of movement
during the hours of darkness,

b, US Air Force:

(1) Four airstrikes were flown in suppcrt of the operation,
One was immodiate; three were preplanned, ;

(a) Reaction time for the immediate strike was twenty-five
mimtes, 1

(b) A1l air strikes were requested by telephcne (Hot Iine)
through 25th Infantry Division G3,

(c) A mppalm strike was ploced in vicimity of LZ's at
201220 4pril, The strike proved to be effcctive in suppressing VC sniper
fire.

(2) Results of Air Strikes:

(a) in immodiate strike effectively suppressed heavy mortar
fires being placed on 2d Bn, 27th Infantry 201700 April and 2lso destroyed
10 structures in the area.

(b) There were 6 KBA (BC), 18 (P0SS), L structures destroyed,
2 damaged as a result of air strikes,

c. Ammy Aviation:

(1) irmy Aviation flew = total of 520 sorties and moved 160
tons of supplies during tho cperation,

(2) 2d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division Aviation Section provided
(H23 supplies during the cperation,

(3) On 160200 April, 1lst Bn, 27th Infentry (=) ond 2d Bn, 27th
Infantry (~) were airlifted by 4O UHID's and 4 GiLk7%s from the Avn Bn to LZ!'s
vic XT500228 and XT505265.

(L) On 201240 Jipril, 1st Bn, 27th Infontry (-) and 2d Bn, 27th
Infontry (-) were 2irliftod to IZ's vic XT498157 and XTS031LS5 by 20 UHID!s
end 4 Gil7's from the 11 iwn Bn,

(5) A1l 1ifts were conducted 2s planned with no significant
proolems except as follows:

(2) Initial loading zone in base camp was not large enough
tc edoquately :utload 4O UHID!'s and CHLT7!'s siimltoncously,.

(b) On 20 /pril one CH L7 was disabled by heavy ground fire
and forced to land vic XTSL4O0216 during 1ift of 2d Bn, 27th Infantry,

8., Intelligence:
a. Analysis of Terrain In Which Operation Was Conductud,

The terrain in the area of operaticns was generally flat to
very gently rolling with very few relief features or high ground. Ground
cover and vegetation varied from extensive rice padiies and small crop
fields to vorius types of scrub, Also interspersed among tho agricultural
fields worc smll areas of woodland both natural and cultivated, Numerosus
dikes and ditches crisscrossed the sultivoted proti.n of the area. Cross-
country movement for tracked vehicles was fair to good in the dry paddies

3
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and wo~dland creas and fair to impossible in the wet paddies, swemps, ind
marshes, Hovement for fo.ot trcups was foir tn goud in most areas traversed,

Tanks encountorod difficulty in crossing streams -nd marshy arese,
b, Intoclligence Prior to Opci':.t.ion.

VC activity within the opgeratiunal crea had heen light, The
VC incidents were concentrated alung 10C's, 4 Red Haze missicn flown on
12 April disclosed 1l cmiscions from the arva coord XTS10285 to XTS50270.
The VC units operating in the arce includod one Local Force Cumpeny and
ono guerrilla platoon, The Trang Bang Company, with a strength of 70, was
unlocatod but it usually operated within a radius of approximately 5 kilo-
meters north of Trong Bang., The Quyot Chien Platoon #5 with an attached
squad had bocn reported in the vic of ccord X1575230 on 8 4pril 1966,

C. 'mor.gy Situntion During Operation,

Ais the Brigade Task Force moved into the operational area, the
VC dispersed into hiding areas and exfiltrated from the aroz, Enemy cctivity
consisted meinly of sniper and morter fires, bocby traps, AT and AP mines
(commond detonatod and pressure types). Although encmy contoct was not ine
tensc, & successful scarch cf the operational crea disclosed caches of rice,
documents, and ¢ medical training aroa,

9. Mission: The 2d Bde, 25th Iniantry Division was to conduct scarch
and dostroy operations commeneing 16 April in Trang Bang District vie XTLL30,
XTS012, XTS712, XT6028, to locate and destroy VC forces and base camps,

10, Concept of the Operation: The 2d Bde, 25th Infantry Division con-
ductod airmobile and ground move to A0 commoncing 160700 fLipril to conduct
search and destroy operations., The operation was conducted in four phages,.

Fhese I: (16-18 .ipril) TF 1st Bn, 27th Infantry and 1F 2d Bn, 27th
Infantry moved to A0 GREEN employing airmobile and ground elements tc con-
duct search and destrcy cperctions, TF lst Bn (M), Sth Infrntry conducted
soarch ond destroy operaticns along thoir axis of advance and established
blccking pans al~~g PL NASH.

Phase II: (16-20 April) TF lst Bn, 27th Irfantry and IF 2d Bn,
27th Infantry continued search and destroy operations in their respective
KOs, TF 18t Bn (M), Sth Infantry continued to block and cornduct scarch
ard destroy opns along PL liiSH,

Phase III: (20-21 April) TF 1st Bn, 27th Infantry and TF 2d Bn,
27th Infontry cunducted airmobile move to LZ's vic XTL98157 and XTSO31L5
respectivoly, TF 1st Bn (M), 5th Infantry, Co A (=) lst Bn, 69th irmor,’
Trp B 3/L Cavalry moved overland tc osteblish blocking psns around ob-
Jective, Subsequently all untis conducted search and destroy operations in
their assigned areas,

Phese IV: (21 April) All units rcturnced to base camp on order,
TF lst Bn (M), Sth Infantry and Co i, lst Bn, 69th irmor conducted sweops
outside Higlway 1 on return to base camp,
11, Execution: 2d Brigade reccived OPOMD 6-66 131L15 April 1966,
D-Day (16 4pril 1966)

1lst Bn (M), Sth Infantry

At 0645 the Battalion minus Company B, and reinforced with a platoon
of tonks bogan their move to A0 BIUE, The Bn TF swept north, then duc
west along throo axes; Company C on tho ocst, the reconnaissance platoon
reinforcod with tanks in the center, and Co 4 on the wost, The units ostob-
lished blocking portions cast of PL LS. Several booby-trapped rice caches
were located during the day. 4 2000 1b cache vic XT599253 and 20 100 kilo

k
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bag cache in the samo area, The rice was extractod by helicoptor. Iwo AP
mines were detonated by APC's. The AP(*s were not damaged., However, 1
friendly KIA, and 2 WIA were sustained vic XT601266, when an APC hit a mine,
No significant contact was made d the day, .t dusk, the Bn TF established
blocking psns east of PL NASH vic XT566248. Four ambushes were estoblished

‘with no contact, MEDGLP was conducted during the day for approximately 20

womon and children in the vicinity of the Battalion CP,
1st Bn, 27th Infantxy (Trp B (=), 3/ Cav)

4Lt 0752, Trp B (=), 3/L Cav with the lst Bn, 27th Infantry lmd tail
moved to vic IT;%SZSZ w the Battalion CP was established, Several dirt
road blocks were bypassed during the move, By 0850 Companies 4 and B had
begun their airmobile mocve to LO GREEN, The airmobile and ground forces
linked up at 1015. Trp B (=), 3/k Cav screened the western edge of the ii0
while Companies A .and B moved abreast tc the east conducting thorough soarch
and destroy operati~ns, Company B apprehended 11 VCS vic XT505258, At
1533 Company B engaged a VC squad vic XTS2L2U6 resulting in 3 VC KIA (BC),
two US carbines,and one Chicom 7,62 rifle captured, Airborne gunships were
utilized against VC during the engagement, The TF, mimus Co B, established
a perimoter around the Bn CP vic XTS515259, Company B coiled vic XTS212L5,
At 2048, Compary B was attacked from three sides by approximately 20 VC,

At the seme time two of tho Compeny's cmbushes were sprung. As a result of
the attack thero were four VC XIA (BC) including o woman squad loader armed
with a 7.92 Mauser rifle, Tho company continuod to receive harrassing
sniper fire throughout the night, MEDCLP was conducted for 20 civilians

at the village of X Rung Cay (XT5026) during the day,

2d Bn, 27th Infantry

Companies B and C conducted airmebile assaults into LZ IRMN (XT500226)
and LZ GOLD (XTSO02L3) at 0930 hours, The Battalion Commard Group and land
tail moved overland arriving in the 40 by 1055, Companies B and C attacked
east conducting search and destroy operations in zone, Light VC snipor
fire was oncountered during the morning hours but was suppressed by tanks
and artillery, i large pcamut and rice cacho was located vic XTS092L8.

In addition on extensive tunnel system was located in the area and destroyed,
The Bn TF continued to ruceive sniper firc, it 1315 Company C capturcd a

wo :nded VC with 2 woapon vic XT508220, Company C continued to manouver
ageinst the VC and upon overrunning tho afor found 3 VC XKEA (3C) and c->*urod
two VC, L4t 1500, while continuing to scarch the area, anothar fire fight
ansuod resulting in an additional 3 VC KIA (BC). Later, at 1630, Co B
approhended six VCS vic XT510247. The Bn Task Force established a perimeter
vic XT500226 for the night,. Threc ambushes wore ostablished, none having
contact,

Dsl (17 Lpril 1966)
¥ Bn (M), Sth Infantry

During the day the Bettalion Tusk Force conducted detailed search and
destroy operations along PL NAS{., Co .. moved south, XT575235 .. XT580228,
Co C with ono tank platoon attachod moved north XT575255 - XT575283, What
appoarcd to bs o VC rest area was lccated vic XTS74235. Tho hut ‘contained
mony pictures, signs, and directional nrrows pointing at the various trails
in the area. .t 1330 Co C (+) mde initial contact vic XT580287 with a
reinforced VC squac utilizing MG's, STRR, and autemrtic weapons vic XTS80287.
One tank and one APC wore damrgod in the arca by AT mines, The vehicles wore
repaired on sito, Howover, and returned to action, .irtillery and mortar
fires were called on suspected VC locations, There werc L VC KIA (POSS)
during the action. At 2233 the ambush vic XT568278 was sprwig killing five
VC (BC) and estimating 3 KIA,

lst Bn, 27th Infantry

At 0130 the Company i ambush vic XT512265 cngaged several VC resulte
5
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Aug 41 D VO XXIA (D). it UITO +ha Rebiediim I contbmuwed Shedr mothodical
and detailed soarch of their LO, The Battalion Surgeon conducted MEDCAP

at the villago of Lip Cha Ray (XT5125) for soventoen civilicns, Iarge caches
of rico wore lifted to Tranz Bang for rodistribution, At 1330 Co B located
and dostroyed four tunnels vic XT5122L9. ..t 1407 Trp B, 3/4 Cav apprehended
2 VCS vic XT525242, The Task Force coiled far tho night vic XT523253.

2d Bn, 27th Infantry

The Battalion contimued to move oast conducting deteiled search and
destroy opercticns with Company C on the north and Co B on tho south, Tho
Battalion Command Group reccived sniper firu during the morning. Ono Come
mend ~nd Control ship received severcl hits, but remained operationnl, At
0843 an oxcart hit a mine vicinity of XT505228. 4t 1135 the Battalion
Command Greup begon its displaccment, 4t 1138 tho third vchicle in the
convoy, a tonk, was scverely damaged by o command dotonnted mine, Two
friendly WIi were sustained and the tonk wes declared o total loss. &

3/ ton truck dispatched to assist the injurcd personnel in the discbled
vehicle struck a lend mine, At the some time small arms firc was placed on
the convoy from the woodline tc the west of the road. This fire was ro-
turned by small arms, machineguns, tonks firing cannister and mortar fires,
4 VC mortor harrassing Company C was silenced by gunships in the arca, Ais
the convoy displacing the Battolion CP continued, it was ongaged with small
arms vic XT527207. .. briof fire fight rosulted in one VC KIA (BC), two KIA
(POSS), The now CP became operational at 1840 in vieinity of x15‘36217. Sevor-
al mortar rds wore fired into ithe Battalion perimeter during tho night, One
WIA was sustained. Counter mort.r fires wore immediately called, silencing
the VC mortars. '

D+2 (18 April 1946)
1st Bn (M), 5th Infantry

The Dattalion TF continued to blocking psn along PL NASH., Company
A4 established o sorios of squad sized bl-cking positions along that line.
One squad vicinlty XTS74237 captured a VCS who revealed after interrogation
that he was & VG messenger and worked ir cunjunction with three othor VCla,
He 2lso ceported five VCts with cerbines were located hiding in a tunnel
vicinity X1575236. No VC's werc founi in this location, however, Co C
contimicd to conduct search and destroy cperations and scroen tho northern
portion of PL NASH. A small rice cache located vicinity XT584296 proved to
be booby trapped, The cache was destroyed, In addition, a medicel treining
arca was located in the same zeneral erca, The training centeor contained
text books and documonts, sone with publication dates as late as 20 March
1966, The Battalion Reconnaissance platoon operated in grid squares XT9626
and XT5627. 10 bunkers, .10 tunnels, and 15 freshly built shelters were
located and dostroyed in the aroca, Jilso the platoon found twenty copies of
tho "Tropic Lightning News" dated 15 /pril 1966 in o house vicinity XT567277,
The Battalion /.0 was enlarged as shown in inclosure 1. The Battalion then
moved to now location vic XTHRL7257 wherec o perimeoter was established.

1st Bn, 27th Infantry

During the day tho Battalion Task Force conducted detailed and thorough
sgarchos of their L0 vic XT5027, XT5023, XT5323, XTL527. Numerous rice .
cachos were discovered. Large caches were found at XT5262L46, XTS25248, XT
525215, it 1300 Company B f.und o group of ‘furtifications with ii0° cmp’.ccements
and an under ground room 6! by 6' by L 1/2¢ at XT5092L5. Defensive positions
for the night were ccntered around XT523257. The Battalion defensive psans
were probed by smell VC units throughout the night, Company B killed one
VC probing the perimeter vie XT525747.

2d Bn, 27th Infantry

4t 0745 Companies B and C and Cuv & (=) 1lst Bn, 69th Lrmor commenced
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scarch and destroy operations with omphosis on a methodical scarch of thoir
k0, Co B approhended one VCS in the vicinity of the Battalion perimotor
XT532220, Co 4 (=) 1st Bn, 69th irmor dispcrsed soveral VC snipers vic
XTS29200 with cennister. /Also soveral tronchos and tunnels in the vicinity
of XTS34195 wore destroyed. Throughout the morning Compeny C engaged VA

who used harrassing and evasive toctics. PFour VC were flushed and fired upon
vic XT930196, with unknown results. One tank hit a mine at XTS33189 causing
minor damago., All umdts contimued thoir oporatisns returning to tho battalion
porimoter by 1600, During the afternoon twenty civilians in the arca were
treatod during MIDC.P, During the ovening mortar fire was placed on suspoce
ted VC positions thrcughout tho area,

D+3 (19 .pril 1966)
let Bn (), Sth Infontry

The Battzalion began its move to now area of operations to search the
village in vicinity of XT570176, The hecavy mortar platcon, Recon Flatoon,
and company woapons platoon establishod blocks around the villazo, . total
of 9 VCS and cne VCC were apprechended during tho search. Also & cacho cone
tainin% threc 155 duds, one 75 1b bomb and seven steel helmots amas lccated
vieinity XT576173. -The duds worc blown in plrec, the hclmots rocovorod, The
thoruush swarch wos termnatod at 1733 anl a battrlisn porinctor was ostobe
1ishod vie X1563187, Nins ambushus vrorc osteblished in the crea. to prevent
VC mining the road and establishing ambushes along it,

lst Bn, 27th Infantry

During the night, the Battalion porimoter was probud periodically by
smll numbors of VC., VC wore angazod with small arms, M-79's and mortars
with unknown rosults. Numerous tronch and bunker complexes wore locatoed
and dostroyod during the day's searchos, & tunnel vicinmity XTS192Ll was
epproximately 30 moters lcng with a room lerge aniugh to accommodate four
to six pcople, Ain active civil affeirs pro;ram was continuod in the
Battalion /0, '"Helping Hand" items of sozp, to.thbrushcs, and tsothpasto
were distributed tc the villagers of X Rung Cay (XTS026), Preparaticns wero
made for the following day's airmobilc oporativns, 4t 2215 a claymore
dlled ono VC vic XT523251. ilso at 2300 Co B's ambush vicinity XTS5172L4
was sprung ldlling 2 VC,

2d Bn, 27th Infantry

During the morning Coipanics B (+) and C (+) conducted search and
destroy oporations south of the Battclion CP to the vicinity of Highwmy 1,
Cannisters werec effectively employod to noutralize VC snipers in the area,
Company C ovacuatod 1500 1bs of rice from tho arca and spprehonded 11 VCS
during the sweep., In the afterncon hours the Battalion Reconnsissance and
Security platocns conducted scarch amd destroy operation southeast of the
Battalion-CP. No c.ntact was made., At 1915 automatic woapons fire was'
recoived in the Battalion porimeter from XT532215, Fire was immodiately rc-
turned and tanks aggrossively secarchod the arec with no results,

D+ (20 April 1966)

Phase III of tho operation was initiated and in accordance with
FRAG ORD 1 to OPORD 21-66 2n airmobilc and ground assault consisting of
mechanized, armored, and cavalry units was launched into 40 PINK, 4t
1220 a napalm strike was placed vic XTSO05158 to suppress VC fire on tho
LZ's. At 1220 1st Bn (M), Sth Infantry and Trp B, 3/ Cav crossed High~
way 1 to establish blocking positions and provent V¢ exfiltreation from the
arca, Co A, 1st Bn, 69th irmor followod thosc units, moving to Objoctive
D to conduct pearch and destrey operations,

1st Bn (M), Sth Infentry
The Battalion moved quickly to establish blocking psns along PL YELLOW,

1
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The block had been csteblishod by 1300, it 1400 Compeny i initiated search
and destroy operation in Objective C moving from north to south, Company C
moved abreast of Company L searching the western porticn of the objective,
ThHroc civilians who had been woundcd by a V¢ LT mine were ovacuated from
the area, it 1520 the compeny killed 2 VC sniper vic XTS241L43 and captured
his carbine, The search of Objective C wes completed by 1540 and tho scarch
of Objective E was subsequcntly initinted, .. tharough search of Objoctive
E was terminated at 1815 without contact. Company /i was ordered to return
to base camp upon ccmpletion of the scarch in Objective E. The Company (+)
closed base camp at 1915, Company C remcined in Objective C, and established
numerous night ambushes, The ambush located at XT5231L7 was sprung at 1945
ldlling 5 VC, A tcam of tracks dispctched to reinforce the ambush engaged
and killed another VC and captured his carbinc,

1st Bn 27th Infantry

At 0200 approximately 13 rourds of 81 and 82mm mertar rounds were re-
ceived in the Battalion perimeter resulting in 2 US KI4 and 2 WIA., Immediate
countermortar fire were placed on the VC position and the mortors were
silenced., 4t 1240 the Battalicn (=) conducted a airmobile asscult into L2
vic XT500108, Co B established a blocking positicn along the wostern edge
of Objective A. Trp B, 3/L Cav mintained their blocking positions north of
Objective A, Lt the same time Co 4L conducted a slow methodical socrch of
the objective, 22 VCS were apprchendod during the search, 34 structures
and three tunnels were destroyed in the area. No VC contacts were mede

during the night,
24 Bn, 27th Infantry

4t 1232 the Battalion Task Force commenced their airmobile assault
into LZ vic XT506146. While mking an approach into the loading zonc
vic XTS40216, ono (H-L47 was disabled by ground fire, The Battalion Recon~
naissanco platoon remained with the discbled aircraft as security, In
sddition an OH=23 carryi.g the Battalion sorgeant mjor on a reconnaissance
was fired on by VC snipers, Tho pilot was hit but managed to land the heli-
copter safely. He was immediately evacuated. .Throughout the day, Companies
B and C conducted dotailed search and destrcy oper:ticus in Objective B,.
moving from west to east, 20 VCS were detained in the operational area,
In addition appraximately 120 ‘wumen and children were detained for further
disposition, Concurrently, the platoon sccuring the Chinook was brought
under sma2ll arms and mortar firo, Gunships and artillery were used in an
attempt to disrupt VC fire, Tho Battalion Commencer!s command and control
ship was utilized to evacuate wounded from the area and in addition moved
elemcnts of the command group to the new opcrational area. 4t 1750 an aire
strilo was flown to suppross VC fire being placed on tho downed Chinook
and its security force, Finally at 1920 the (H-U7 was repaired and departed
the aror, Tho Reconnaissance platcon was immodiately evacuateod fr-m the
area, The Battalion (-) cgiled in Objoctive B for the night, 4Lt 2040 a Co
B ambush ldlled 2 VC and captured a Chincse carbinc in the vioinity of
XTSO615, ilso a VCS was apprehended in the area at 2215,

D+5 (21 April 19%6)
1st Bn (M), Sth Infantry

During the morning the Battalion (-) swept through (bjective C again,
86 women and children were evacuated from the area and reloccted in the Thai
My New life hamlet (XTS3lL). One VCS apprehended was turned over to the
National Police, Based on an intelligence remort of VC tex collectoring
activities in a village vic XTS85155, the Battalicn (-) sealed off the
village and conducted a thor~ugh search of the area. No evidence of VC
activities could be found, Compony C and the Battclion CP returned to base
camp by 1345, The Battalicn reconnaissance platuon remained in the AO to
secure the civilians until evacuaticn had beon completed. By 1212, evacu-
ation was complete and the reconncissance platoon cummenced move tc base
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camp, The platoon had two cuntacts during their return, killing 2 VC vicin-
ity XTS553153, One plotoon from Company A provided security for a VIR re-
turning a disabled 1lst Bn, 27th Infantry vehicle, All elements of the
Battalion closed base camp by 1800,

1lst Bn, 27th Infantcry

The Battelion continued their azgressive search of Objective A, Em-
phasis was placed on maximum destruction of tunnels and trenches in the
area, At 1200 Comparies A and B commenced their airlift to base camp uti-
lizing three UHID's, The land tail departed the operatioral area at 1436,
At XTL97172 the convoy was engaged with sniper fire, Troops immediately
dismounted, and deployed against suspected VC positions, VC mortars fired
into the arca resulting in 6 friendly WIA's and damage to one 2% ton truck,
The truck was towed back to base camp, By 1710 cll Task Force elements had
closed base camp, .

2d Bn, 27th Infantry

Search and destroy operatiors continued in Objective B with emphasis
on destruction of VC tunnels and fortifications in the area, Upon comple=~
tion of operations, Companics B and C marched to vic XT553166, where trucks
returned the units to base camp by 1800, The Battalion CP was airlifted to

base camp,
12, Results.

Friondly losscs Encnyy Lossos

KIA: 3 VC KIA (BC) L7

WIA: LS VC KIA (POSS) Ly
VC KBA (3C) 6
VC IBA (POSS) 18
vee 22
Ves 106
Rice: 1.1 ton destroyed

15,1 ton ovacuatod

Peanuts 700 1lbs evacuated
S/A 16 cvacuated
Hvy Wpns 1 mortar destroyed
Docunents 15 1bs evacuated
Bldgs 125 destroyed
Tunnels L gestroyed
Bunkers 51 destroyod
Booby Traps L0 destroyed
lines 5 destroyed
Stecl Helmets 7 evacuated
Medical Supplies 1 box evacuated
Tape Recordor 1 evacuated
Radio 1 evacuated
Bombs and Duds 75 1b - destroyod

250 1b - destroyed

500 1b - destroyed

175 1b - destroyed

Tho following is a recapitulation of combat damage to vehicles

and aireraft,
1st Bn, 27th Infantry

1 2% ton truck damaged and cvacuated,
2d Bn, 27th Infantry

2 3/L ton trucks damcged; one evacuated, onc repaired in the field,
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lst Bn (M), Sth Infantry

L APC!'s damaged and repaired in the field,

Troop B, 3d Sqdn, Lth Cavalry
S tonks damago&, threo evacuated, 2 reprired in the field,

Company 4, 1st Bn, 69th Armor

i ta.nk; damaged; 2 repeired in the field, 2 evasuated (one beyond
repar).

HHC, 2d Brigade
1 helicopter damaged and evacuated,
13, Administrative Matters:

a. Supplys

(1) A1l resupply of flass I, V and water was effected by air
excopt for two overland ccnvoys in support of the artillery at Trung Lap,

(2) A forward trains clement was located at Trung Lap within
the lst Bn, 8th Artillery area. The following comprised this clements

(a) Maintenance end PQL personnel

(b) Selected vohicles ~ VIR!'s, wreckers and a service unit
for flame APC!s,

(c) 5,000 gallon water tanker, 5,000 gallon Mogas tanker,
and 5,000 gallon diescl tanker,

(d) A contoct meintenance toam from Support Command,

(3) Support Command spotted a 5,000 gallon water tonker, and
a drum stockago of 30 diesel, 30 Mogas, and 20 Avgas drums at the resupply
in base canp,

(4) POL consumption by units is as follows:

1st Bn, (M), Sth Infantry  Company A, 1st Bn, 69th Armor

3610 gallons Mogas 450" gadlons Mogas
810 gallons Diesol 1980 gallons Diesol

'l‘roog B, 29_ gdr;. l_.ith Cavn_l;_zz

1,50 gellons Mogas
2600 g-1)~ns Diesel

. (5) A total of 359 resuyply missions werc flown airlifting
160 tons, The following is a breckdown by olass of supplys

Class I - 30,6 tons POL - 22,. tons
Class V = 3702 tons Meoc - 3800 tons,
Water - 33.0 tons

b, Combat loads: Upon depcrting base camp psrsonnel carried two
canteens of water and two C-Rations meals, iAmmnition loads wexo as follows:

M-l = 200 rds; M-16 - 300 rds; MI4E2 - 300 rds; M5S0 - 1500 rds; M9 = 36 rds;

S AWts per platoon; L oclaymores per platoon; 2 hand grenades per man; 2 CS/CN
grenades per fire team,
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e Maintenanoes
. (1) A Maintonanoe Contsct Team was established as indicated

(2) lst B (H), Sth Infantry had twenty-one vehicles inoper=
ative because of mechanical failure, Only four APC's had to be returned
to. base camp for those deficiences; all cf these on the last day of the

pporauon.

(3) Maintenance was stressed throughout the operation,
‘Maintenance inspections were conducted by unit commenders upon retura to

base camp,
- } §
d. Troatment of casualties and evacuation.

(1) Battalion aid stations accampanied the Battalion Farward
Command Posts,

(2) The Brigade Surgeon remeined at the Brigade Forward CP,
~ erer m.auo,(ﬁmmpﬁn“&m-ﬁ.cgﬁﬁ 6.21‘,«:1:;:. :‘S:Mmgzi
evacuation, y . BN
e, Oommuniocations,
.' (1) T:inn utilised, -
: (u) FN redio
(b) AM radi>
1 Point to point (Hot Line) telephone,
2 Sritohboard to switchboard (common user tolophone),
2.1\.:lot;vpo (on 1ine orypto)
(c) Courier (.:Ltn:l.son' officers)
(d) Wire,

(2) Because of initial overlap on the Brigade Command Net
1st Bn (M), Sth Infantry had to switch to the alternate frequency,

(3) Courier remains the fastest, simplest method of trans-
mitting claseified, time deadline reports over short uistances., These ré-
ports include the INTSUM and the SYIREP,

(b) Moorporation and uss of the new family of radios in
the Brigade Oommand Net was accomplished satisfactorily,

1, Special Equipmont and Techniquess

Starlight dovices were carried by all um;ta' and utilized during
night operations,

15, Commanderts Analysis:
a. TACR boundaries must not be planned too close to the actual
area of operation. When such is the case and targets are outside the TACR,

the delay necessitated by fire coordination results in the loss of the quick
reaction of supporting fires,

u
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b, Too many vehicles were taken by the 2d Bn, 27th Infantry,
thus causing movement problsms,

c, When tanks cannot be utilizod by units due to terrain, they
should be returned to Brigade Control as soon as possible,

d. Units mst thoroughly and quickly clear their base defensive
perimster. This will prevent VC from emplacing claymores and larnching
suprise cttacks, In the daytime, smller ambushes or outposts must be
used to prevent sniping at choppers coming in to land, (nce fire is re-
ceivod, aggressive action must initiated to su:press fires.

e. Different routes must be wesd when leaving areas, Suspected
routes of movement are always mined and booby trepped,- .

f. Units should anticipate VC mortar fire at any timo, Dispersion
mist always be maintained to prevent unnecessary losscs. Night ¢2fonsive
p--ltions should include cverhead cover whenever possible, Spoil r> zond
bags shov. bo placed so as to provide the individual with maxd:mm cover from
the flanks as well as the front and rear,

g. In VC infested areas double or mutually supporting ambushes
should be employed, This technique may prove to be better than a large
platoon sizod ambush, When ambushes mutually support one another, they
mst bo a minimum of 200 yards cpart in order to effectively employ clay-
more mines in all directions, Whon small ambushes are employed consider-
ation should be given to employing claymorc minos in depth i.e., LO meters,
20 meters,

h, Just prior to an airmobile extracticn, a swoep around tho
loading zono should be conducted, This will not eliminate the nood for basic
security taroughout the extraction, but will assist in eliminatior of some
of tho snipers in nearby areas,

i. Whenever an area is to be destroyed, arrangements must be made
to a:commodate civilians and refugecs, even though none may be expected,
Women and children can create a big problem, ARVN assistance with the
civilians is a mist, Arrangemonts should be made to have a standhy toam
from the Province in which operations aru conducted so that the tcam can be
airlifted into the area very quickly whan needed,

Je Tho tailend of a march column, whether foot mobile ot motore
ized, must bo espocially watchful since tho VC will habitually firc at the
last trocps loaving an arca. Instant reaction is 2 mst,

. ks Whon selecting assembly areas, consideraztion should be given to
including roads if they are in the arca, and if the area is in an open field
remaining in the center of it,

1, Numercus strong ambushes must be located surromdiizg defensive
positions, particularly on the first night of occupation since rcsults cbe
tained have been excellent,

m, Continuous reconnaissance mast be made to locatoc routes vhich
heat vehiclosmay use to avoid wet arcas and linkup with infantry,

n, Units must emphosize shell reps when VC!'s mortar our positions,

o, DBefore moving on a highway, units must insure that both sides
of the highway have becn cleared,

pe. Although fire must be returnod immediately, indiscriminato
firing into villazes rust cease,

q. Unless it is an operational necessity, no cross attachments
should be.mado at night,
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r, During the third phase of the operation, Trang Bang offioinls
should have been brought up to dote soon enough for them to effootively
halt civilians leaving the operatiomnl crea,

8., A vigorous Civil Affairs Propram was conducted throughout opere
ation KAHAIA.

(1)Approxdimat- - 200 ci " liang wor . “roatad .Jurirg MIDCAP,

(2) Helping Hand supplies were distributed throughout the
operational arc s, Demonstrations were given on the proper use of the
health itoms distributed,

(3) 12 tons of rice were evacuated from the operational area,
The rice was tumed over to the Tran; Bang sub-sector advisor to be given
to needy families.

(L) 89 civilians were evacuatod from VC controlled areas
the third phasc of the operation to the Dac Ha #2 New Life Hamlot (XT6413),

(5) A Psy/ops loudspeaker mission was flown over the villace
of X Rung Cay to exp)oit the VC mortar attack on that villaze the previous

t. VC will mine the sides of roads adjacent %o road blocks, o=
fore bypassing road blocks, units must thoroughly chock thé area for mines,

u, XAccording to reliable rcports, Trung Lap is used as a refuge
for the VC during operati ns in that arca,

v, Londing zones should be planned closer to objoctives,

W, Plans for operati:ns mist be rigidly adhored to,

X, Only necessary trcffic should bu transmitted over radios,
All radio operi.*ors should know exactly what they are ;oin; to scy prior to
transmitting,

Yo In general, all units participating in Operation KAHAILA per
formed in a outstanding manner throughout the excercise., The final phas. »f
the operation was perticularly complex due to the numerous clements and
aguncies involved, Nevertheless, cach cloment executed its movoments and
mission cxactly as planncd, Consequontly, 119 valid VCS were apsrohendod, 1l
of which wore coni’rmed VC and the r' winder primrily draft dodgers,

16, Recommehdationss

a, Division should place a '"Recovery Reaction Force" on a 30 mimte
standby at Base Camp to respond to evacuation and recovery missions on &
mission basis only,

(1) Composition - Zgquipment

2Vt s 1 Iowboy
1 Wreckor 1 Lscort Platoon

(2) Comprsition - Personnel
Maintenance Warrant Officer
Necessary drivers
Re¢overy porsonnel,

(3) Procedures,

(a) Brigade S-li contacts G-4 outlining mission and require=
ments,
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(b) G=4 contacts Support Command which tailors the basic
standby element to accomplish the mission,
i (c) Vehicles and Iscort report to Division formation area
‘ and meot with the Brigade Representativc who issues froquency and call sign,
be Prior planning should provide for cvacuation of civilians at
the carliest possible time in order to rclease those combat troops used to
control tho civilieons,
FOR THLC OOMMANDLR:
L re= 7/ 4 J*\f/
2 Incl LOTZIT L. BRIGGS
as Ca;tcin, Infantry

Asot Lljutant
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